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To:        The Joint Committee on Legislative Management 

 

From:     Robert D. Harris, Jr., Chairman  

Subject:  2014 Annual Report     

 

It is my honor and privilege to submit to you this report of the Commission’s activities 

for the calendar year 2014, as required by Sec. 4b-60, subsec. (b)(3). 

 

The year 2014 was one of “steady as she goes”.  No major new initiatives were 

undertaken.  The lack of available funds due to the continued difficult fiscal situation 

facing the state, meant that a number of important projects are being delayed indefinitely.  

Some Commission members expressed concern over the long-term effects of delayed 

maintenance projects.   

 

I am pleased to inform you that the Commission once again met the statutory requirement 

of holding quarterly meetings.  The minutes of those meetings are attached for your 

perusal.  The following is a summary of the highlights of the Commission’s 

actions/activities at those meetings. 

 

Four topics of note that were discussed at several of the meetings are listed below. 

 

1. The status of the project to return the Genius to the dome – funds for the 

installation on the dome will not be available until sometime in the future.  

The newly cast statue was assembled and displayed in the Capitol rotunda 

mid-December, 2009.  It will remain there pending funds for its elevation to 

the top of the dome.  It is now estimated that some $450,000 will be required 

to place the Genius back on the dome. 

 Dr. Matthew Warshauer of Central Connecticut State University has kept the 

Commission updated on his proposal to raise funds for the elevation of the 

Genius.  He is hopeful that success will be achieved in 2015. 

 

2. A review of the progress on the 21 – point Schoenhardt report. Five projects 

have been completed, four have been combined into one, and progress 

continues on others.  Several items are on-hold until funding can be made 

available.  A copy of the status of the projects as of December, 2014 is 

attached.  (See Appendix E) 

 

3. With the authorization of bond funds in 2011, work has progressed on the 

repairs to the east and west skylights.  Also, new vote tally boards in the 

House chamber have been installed.   A portion of the bond funds will also be 

used to begin the design phase for the blast mitigation project, for boiler 

replacement, and for carpet replacement in the House chamber and in the 

Senate galleries.  
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4. Battle Flag Conservation –  Restoration work continues on the flags. Four are 

to be worked on, with completion anticipated in 2015.  Some adjustments to 

the display and location of certain flags is also under consideration. 

 

 

The Commission bid farewell to Benny Auger, who is resigning after many years 

of faithful service.  Thank you, Benny!  Also Don DeFronzo will be leaving as he 

completes his term as Commissioner of Administrative Services.  Thank you, 

Don! 

 

 Other noteworthy topics included a) the continued exploration of options to light 

the stained glass “skylight” in the Old Judiciary Room; and b) the reprinting of 

“Monument: The Connecticut State Capitol”, a catalog which accompanied the 

centennial exhibition held at the Old State House in 1979.  Efforts will continue to 

achieve this goal. 

 

             During 2014, the Commission’s website had 1,411 views and over 5,656 hits.  

You can visit the site from a link on the CGA homepage, under the heading 

“Associated”. 

 

Also included as part of this report are the Commission’s governing statutes, its 

guidelines concerning the basic artistic standards for the Capitol Building and a list of 

Commission Members as of December, 2014.   

 

The Commission wishes to express its appreciation and thanks to the staff of the Office 

of Legislative Management for their assistance. Of particular note are the services of Eric 

Connery, Jay Drew, Liz Conroy and the staff of Fletcher Thompson Architecture – thank 

you! 
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Sec. 4b-60. State Commission on Capitol Preservation and Restoration. (a) There shall be a 

State Commission on Capitol Preservation and Restoration to consist of twelve members to be 

appointed as follows: Two members shall be appointed by the Governor, two by the speaker of 

the House of Representatives, two by the president pro tempore of the Senate, one by the House 

minority leader, one by the Senate minority leader, two members of the Joint Committee on 

Legislative Management, one appointed by each of the chairmen of said committee, and one 

member of the Culture and Tourism Advisory Committee appointed by its chairperson. The 

Commissioner of Administrative Services, or the commissioner’s designee, shall be an ex-officio 

member of the commission and shall attend its meetings. Vacancies on the commission shall be 

filled by the original appointing authority for the unexpired portion of the term. The members 

shall serve without compensation for their services but shall be reimbursed for their actual and 

necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. The commission shall meet at 

least quarterly, and more often on the call of the chairman or on the written request of a majority 

of the members. The commission may designate subcommittees to carry out its functions. Any 

member who fails to attend three consecutive meetings or fails to attend fifty per cent of all 

meetings held during any calendar year shall be deemed to have resigned. 

(b) The commission: (1) Shall undertake a continuing review and study of the State Capitol 

building and grounds, with a view to developing a master plan for the preservation and 

restoration of the Capitol, including necessary structural changes, consistent with the original 

historical character of the building, with due regard being given to enhancing the interior and 

exterior beauty of the building, making better use of existing space and reducing public safety 

hazards; (2) may consult with state, federal or private agencies with respect thereto, and 

disseminate information on its activities; and (3) shall report on its activities to the Joint 

Committee on Legislative Management annually or as often as the committee shall direct. The 

Department of Administrative Services shall provide professional staff assistance to the 

commission when available. If such assistance cannot be provided within a reasonable time, the 

commission may, with the approval of the Joint Committee on Legislative Management, retain 

technical advisors to assist in reviewing project plans and work. 

(c) The commission is authorized to accept gifts, donations and grants from the federal 

government or other public or private sources for the purpose of such preservation and 

restoration. 

(d) The Joint Committee on Legislative Management may undertake capital expenditure 

programs for which capital funds are authorized, in connection with such preservation and 

restoration. Such programs shall be carried out by the committee, pursuant to plans and 

specifications approved by the commission and in accordance with the bidding procedures in 

part II of chapter 60. The commission shall adopt regulations establishing basic artistic standards 

in keeping with the original historical character of the Capitol to assist the committee in the 

preparation of plans and specifications. 

(e) The commission shall be an independent body within the Legislative Department for 

administrative purposes only. 



COMMISSION ON CAPITOL PRESERVATION 
AND RESTORATION 

GUIDELINES CONCERNING BASIC ARTISTIC STANDARDS 
FOR CONNECTICUT CAPITOL BUILDING 

 
A.  The United States Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for Rehabilitation and 
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings" shall serve as basic guidelines 
with regard to renovation, restoration and rehabilitation of the Connecticut State 
Capitol Building. 
 
B. Interior of Building 

 
The integrity of the location, design, setting, materials, decoration, feeling and 
appearance of all interior surfaces shall be maintained, whenever possible, as 
originally designed, constructed and created. All restoration shall be consistent with 
the design, materials and appearance of the original plans of Richard M. Upjohn, 
original architect, and William J. McPherson, original decorator, of the building. 
There shall be no changes to the interior structure or finishes, including walls, 
floors, ceilings or partitions, without approval of the Commission on Preservation 
and Restoration of the State Capitol or its designated subcommittee. 
 
C. Exterior of Building 
 
The integrity of the location, design, setting, material, decoration and appearance of 
all exterior structure, surfaces, and finishes shall be maintained, whenever possible, 
as originally designed and created. All restoration shall be consistent with the 
design, materials and appearance of Richard M. Upjohn, original architect, and 
William J. McPherson, original decorator, of the building. There shall be no 
changes to the exterior structure, surfaces, or finishes without approval of the 
Commission on Preservation and Restoration of the State Capitol or its designated 
subcommittee. 
 
Adopted by the Commission on Preservation and Restoration of the State Capitol 
in accord with Section 4b-60, C.G.S. (1981). 
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Commission Members as of December 2014 

 

 

Robert D. Harris, Jr., Chairperson 

Representative Emil “Buddy” Altobello 

Bernard P. Auger 

Senator Joseph J. Crisco, Jr. 

Lorraine Guilmartin 

Sally M. Martin 

William Morgan 

Thomas Ritter 

John Ruffalo, III 

Barry Williams 

Dr. Walter W. Woodward, State Historian 

Donald J. DeFronzo, Commissioner of Dept. of Administrative Services, ex officio 

 
Elizabeth A. Conroy, Clerk 
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