Key data on incarcerated parents with children

+ In 2007, there were 73 million children under 18 in the U.S.
o 19 million of them, or 26%, were not living with their father.
*  In 8% of those cases (1.6 million out of the 19 million children), the Father
was incarcerated.

* In 2007, there were 1.5 million men and women incarcerated in federal and state prisons.
¢ Nearly half of them —- about 740,000 -— were fathers (and abount 70,000 were
mothers),
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the word parent refers to state and federal prisoners who
reported having minor children. The word children refers to
youth under age 18,

Between 1991 and midyear 2007, parents held in state and
federal prisons increased by 79% (357,300 parends), Chil-
dren of incarcerated parents increased by 80% {761,000
children), during this period (figure 1). The most rapid
growih in the number of parents held in the nation's prisons
and their children occurred between 1981 and 1897 (both
up 44%). From 1997 to midyear 2007, the number of par
ents and children continued to grow, but at a slower pace
{both up 25%).

The findings in this report are based on the latest data
collected through personal interviews with prisoners partici-
pating in the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ (BJS) 2004 Sur-
vey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Faciities
{SISFCF), which is comprised of two separate surveys.
One survey is conducted in state adult correctional facilities
and the other is conducted in federal correctional facilities.
Estimates presented in this report may not be comparable
to previously published reports. See fncarcerated Paronts
and Their Minor Children at <hitp:{www.ojp.usdoj.govibis/
abstract/ipte.him>.

Estimated number of parents in state and federal prisons
and their minor children
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Flgure 1

Parants of minor children held in tha nation’s prisons
increased by 79% between 1981 and midyear 2007

Growth in the number of parents held in state and federal
prisons was outpaced by the growth in the nafion’s ptison
population between 1991 and midyear 2007, Parents incar-
cerated in state and federst prisons increased by 78% dur-
ing this period while the custody population grew by 92%.

Dietaitad information 13 available In appendix ablas In the onfine version
of thiz report en the BJS Website at <htip:/fwww.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjsipub/
pafipptme.pdf>.




Pareris held in state prison increased from 413,100 in
4981 to 686,000 at midyear 2007 (table 1). Chiidren of par-
ents in state prison increased from 860,300 to 1,427,500
during this period, The largest growth in the number of pat-
ents (up 40%) held In state prison and their children (up
42%} occurred betwesn 1881 and 1887, compared to a
18% increase for parents and a 17% increase for their chil
dren between 1997 and midyear 2007,

The number of childraen under age 18 with 2 mother in
prison more than doubled since 1991

The nation's ptisons held approximately 744,200 fathers
and 65,600 mothers at midyear 2007 (appendix table 1)
Fathers in prison reported having 1,558,200 children;
mothers reported 147,400,

Since 1891, the number of children with a mother in prison
has more than doubled, up 131%. The number of chiidren
with a father in prizon hag grown by 77%. This finding
reflects @ fastar rate of growth in the number of mothers
held in slate and federal ptisons (up 122%), compared o
the number of fathers (up 76%}) between 1991 and midysar
2007.

Of the: estimated 74 million children in the U.S. resident

population who were under age 18 on July 1, 2007, 2.3%
had a parent in prison {({able 2). Biack children (6.7%) were
saven and a half times more hke!y than white children .
{0.9%) to have a parent in prison. Hispanic children {2.4%)
were more than two and a half times more likely than white
children 10 have a parent in prison.

Table 1, Estimated number of parents in state and federal
prisons and thejr minor children

Total Stata Federal®
Rumber of parents
007" 809,800 585,000 123800
2004% 754,800 644,100 110,800
1958 721,500 §42,300 79,200
1507 649,500 578,100 62,500
1001 452,500 413,100 39400
Number of ehildren
2007 1,706,800 1,427,500 273,100
2004° 1,580,100 1,340,300 249,800
19007 1,515,200 1,538,900 176,300
1597 1,362,000 1223800 138,100
1891¢ 945,500 $60.300 85,100

Note; See Methodology for datuils about estimation methods, Ses
aphendix table 1 for estimates by gender.

2Estimates were based on the prisoner custudy population in sach
year. The Intal custody population Includad inmates held in privately
operated faciltes and community corrections canters (30,378 in
2007; 24,768 in 2004; and 3,828 mmetes in privately operatad fasili-
fles In 1590}, In 1891 and 1997, the number of inmates In theso fach
ittes was notkinown.

STho 2007 estimates ware based on the distibution of parents frorm
the 2004 SISFCF

"Numbors ware astimated based on the custody poputation In state
(1,241,034} and federal {178,158) prisons on June 30, 2004,

‘Estimates mpy not be comparabla to pravicusty published BJS
reperts,

| More than 4 in 10 fathers in state or federal prisons

ware blask: aimost 5 in 10 mothors ware white

Similar to men in the general prison population (93%)}, par-
enhte held in the nation's prisons at midyear 2007 were
mostly male (92%) {not shown in table); More than 4in 10
fathers were black, about 3 in 10 were white, and about 2 in
10 were Hispanic (appendix table 2). An estimated
1,558,200 children had a father in prison at midyear 2007;
nearly half (46%) were children of black fathers,

Almost half (48%) of all mothers held in the nation's prisons
at midyear 2007 were white, 28% were black, and 17%
were Hispanic. Of the estimated 147,400 children with a
mother in prison, about 45% had a white mother. A emaller
percentage of the children had a bfack {30%; or Hispanic
{19%) mother.

The majority of prisonars raported having a minor
child, a quarter of which ware age 4 or younger

When interviewed during the 2004 survey, the ma;onty of
state. {52%) and federal (63%) lnmates reporied ha

parent.

Nearly 1 in 4 state (23%) and fsders) (24%} ihmates
reported having one child. Federal inmates (89%) were

more likely than state inmates (28%) to report having mutti-

ple children. Wornen {(41%) in stéte pridon were more likety
than men (28%) to report having mgre than.one child, Sim-
{lar percentages of womnen (36%) and men (39%) held in
federal prison reported having multiple children. Parents in
stata and federal prisons raporied having twe children, on
average (not shown In tabie). .

Tabla 2. Minor chiidren in the U.S, resident population with
a parent In state or federal prison, by race and Hispanic
origin, 2007
Estirmated numberof  Percent of all minor
. minor children with & chiidren Inthe LS.

parent in prison regident population
S, kel 1,706,600 2.3%
White, non-Hispanic 484,106 0.9%
Black, non-Hispanic 787400 6.7
Hispanic 352,800 2.4

Note: Children ware sssumad to have the same race/sthnlelty as the
incarcerated parent. Percentages wam cateulated bagsed on the US.
raaident population under age 18 as of July 1, 2007,

*ingludag chiltren of other races. Other races include American
Inglans, Alasks Natives, Asians, Natlve Hawaitans, other Pacitic
islandore, and parsons identifying two or more races.
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Twenty-two percent of the children of state inmeates and
16% of the children of federal inmates were age 4 or
younger (table 3). For both state (53%) and federal {(50%)
inmates, about half their children wera age 9 or younger.
Children of femaie state inmates were slightly older than
children reported by male state inmates, More than half
(63%) of the chiidren reporied by women were between
age 10 and 17, compared to 47% of the children reported
by men.

More than a third of minor children will reach age 18
while their parent is incarceratod

Based on the number of adult children reported during the
2004 survey, the total number of children affected by an
incarcersted parerst can be caloulated by subtracting the
amount of time served by the parent from their aduit child’s
age. Using this method, parents in prison had hearly 1.9
million children at the time of admission (table 4). Of those
children, an estimated 715,600 will reach age 18 while their
parent is incarcerated.

Incarcerated parents of minor children most likely to
be age 25t{0 34

State inmates age 25 to 34 (64%) interviewed during the
2004 survey were most likely to be parents of minor chil-
dren, followed by inmates age 35 to 44 and inmates dge 24
or youriger (table 5). Thirty-one percent of inmates age 45

| Table :’; ‘Pe'rcént of minor chiltdren of parents in state and
‘ fedafai prisons at tlme of interviow, by gender 2004
Percent of minorehilren  Percant of miror childran
smaong parents n state  amonhg parents in federal
prigon prison
Age of minor ¢hild Total Male Femsle  Tolal #ale Fomale
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  100.0% 100.0% 7100.0%
Lass than Tyenr 24% 25% 1.5% 07% 07% 11%
1+4 yanrs 200 203 187 15,1 15,3 2.8
5-9 yaars 302 303 294 338 340 30.%
1014 yeurs 316 314 338 35,1 35.0 ass8
15-17 years 158 155 88 15.3 150 204

Tabla 5. Percent of state and federal inmates who were
parents of minor children, by age and gender, 2004

Fercent of parents in Percent of parents In

state prison federal prison

Age of inmates
who wera parents
of minorchildren  Total  Male Femala Tokel Male Femals

All inmatos 51.9% 651.2% 61.7% 62.9% 83.4% 559%
24 or younger 44.1% 43.5% 554% 458% 45.7% 47.5%
2534 844 833 BOY 741 Y41 TS5
38-44 58.9 583 857 1.8 721 BB2
45-54 30 4 288 470 483 3.2
55 or older e 128 » 238 253 A

Note: Seo appendix teble 16 for estimated total sounts.

AEstimate not reported, Sample sizé too small (19 or fewer) to provida
rotiabla data,

to 54 reported being 2 parent. The likelihood of being a par-
ent in state prison was lowest among inmates age 55 or
older {13%). Among state prisoners in ali age categories
except age 45 to 54, women weare more fikely than men to
report beifig a pétent. There was no difference in the preva-
tenica of bemg a parent between men and wormen age 45to
54,

Federal inmates age 25 to 34 (74%) and age 35 to 44
{72%) were more likely to report being a parent, compared
to inmates in all other 2ge categones- Forty-seven percent
of inmatas age 45 10 54 and 46% of inmates age 24 or
younger reported being a parent. Faderal Inmates age

55 or older were least likely to re;aort that. they had minor
chlldren

For men heid in sta!e prigon, ihe hkehhood Uf being a par-
ent varied across racial categories (appendix table 4), His-
panic (57%) and black {54%) men were more likely than
white (45%} men to report being 2 parent. Findings were
similar for men held in federal prison, White men (48%}) In
federal prison were the least likely of all male inmates to
report having children. Black (70%) and Hispanic (69%)
men were equally Hkely to be parents. The liketihood of
being a parent for white, black, and Hispanic women heldin
state prison did not vary by race. In federal prison, Hispanic
women (83%) were rmore likety than white women {47%) to

Tabia 4. Estimated number of minor children of state and
faderal Inmates at time of admission, at interview, and at
expected release, by gondor, 2004

Estimated numbar of minor  Estimated number of miner
childran of perents in state childran of parents in federal
prison prison

Total Mele Femzle Total Mals Famale

At admission” 1,586,100 1463400 132,700 282,600 265900 18,700
Atinterview 1,340,200 1,223,700 116,600 245,800 235200 14,600
At expacted

relesse 1.000500 905600 94,900 162800 151000 11,600

report heing a parent,

In state prison, the likelihood of belng a parent was most
common amohg marriad inmates (71%), compared to
inmates who were separated {(64%), divorced {55%), never
married {46%}, or widowed (36%). Among federal inmates,
martied inmates were more likely to report being a parent .
than inmates in all marital statuses except those inmates
who were separated from their spouse. There was no dif-
ference in the prevaience of being a parent between mar-
ried federal inmates and separated federal inmates

*Does ot include children of parants in prison who did not report time
ssrved or time expacted to be served,

ikelifiood Of being a parent varne
both state and federal inmates.

Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children 3



Drug and public-order offenders in state and faderal

prisons were more likely than violont offenders to have

children

Among male state prisoners, violent (47%) and property
(48%) offenders were less likely to report having children
than public-order (60%) and drug (59%) offenders (table 6).
For women heid In state prison, viclent (57%) offenders
were less likely than drug (63%), property (65%), and pub-
lic-order (66%) offenders to be a mother.

The prevalence of being a parent differed by gender and
offense for inmates held in state and federal prisons, For
state inmates, female (65%) property offenders were more
likely to be a parent than male (48%) property offenders, In
federal prison, male (69%) drug offenders were more likely

than female {(55%) drug offenders to report having children,

Among men held in federal prison, drug offenders (69%)
wete morg likely than property {54%) and violent {50%)
offenders to repor! having childvén {appendix table 5),
Public-arder offenders (62%) were also more likely than
violent offsnders 16 report having children. For women in
federal prison, the likefihood of being a mother did not differ
by offanse. .

inmates in state and federal prisons with a criminal

histary were more likely to be parents of minor childrdén

than those with no criminal history o E
The likelihood of being a parent in prison vatied slightly

_based on criminal history, including prior probation, parale,

" and incarceration sentences. Prisoners with a criminai his-
tory wére more likely to report being a parant than prison-
ors with no criminat history, in state prison, 53% of inmates
with a criminal history reporied having children, compared
o 48% with no criminal history, Sixty-six percent of parents
held in federal prison reported having a criminal history,
vormpared 10 57% of parents with no eriminal higtory.

in state ptison, drug recidivists (62%)-—offenders with &
prior drug offense—had a higher iikelihood of being 2 par-
ent than violent {52%) and other {54%) recidivists. For
waomen in state prison, and both men and women in federal
prison, the likelinood of being a parent did not vary by type
of recidivist {appendix tabie 6),

Male (50%) and female (81%) inmates in state priscn who
reported no prior incarceration sentences were equally
likely 1o be a parent as male (53%) and female {65%)
inmates with 10 of more prior incarcerations. in federal
prison, findings wera similar for men while women with no
prior Incarceration sentences (54%) were less likelytobe a
mother than women who reported they had 10 or more
prior incarcerations (81%).

4 Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children

Table 7. Parants In state prison who reported {iving with
their minor chifdren in the month before arrastor just
prior to incarceration, by gender, 2004 ’
Lived with thelr minor children Total Male Female
in montk befora arrest 3T1%  3556% 553%
in two-parent household 178 183 138
by single-parent household 9.2 17.2 4.7
o Prior to incarcerntion 43.8% 424%  €04%
Either in the month before arrest
or just prior to Incarceration 47.5% 4B5%  BA2%
Estimated number of parents
in state prison 636,300 385200 51,100

Fawer than half of parents in state prison lived with
their minor childran elther in the month before arrestor ./
Just prior to incarceration

Thirty-seven percent of parents held in state prison
reported living with at least one of their children in the
month before arnest, 44% reporied just prior o Incarcera-
tion, and 48% reported at either time (table 7). Mothers
were more likely than fathers to report living with at least
one child. More than half of mothers held in atate prison
reported living with at least one of their children in the
month before arrest, compared 10 36% of fathers, More
than 8 in 10 mothers reported fiving with their children just
prior to incarceration or at either time, comparad to less
than half of fathers,

Parents held in federa prison were more likely than those
held In state prison to repor living with a child in the month
before arrest, Just prior to incarceration, or at either time
{eppendix table 7), Mothers in federat prison were more
likely than fathers to report iiving with a child,

Table 6. Percent of state Inmates who were parents of
minor children, by current offense and gender, 2004

ORense L Total © Male Femals

All Inmates 58% U s1% L 817%
Vickent 47.5% A74%  513%
Property } 49.9 48.2 - oBAT.
Drug’ 598 . 583 - . 825
Public-order 56,9 598 . . 850

Note: S¢¢ appendix fable 17 for estimated witst pounis,,




More than 4 in 10 motherg in state prison who hatl
miner childran were living In single-parent householdy
in the month before arrest

Parents held in state prison were equally likely to report fiv-
ng with their children in a single-parent househald (19%)
as they were to report living with their children_in s batoe.

Tore likely to report Iwing in z single-
parent househo}d {42%} than in a twe-parent household
{(14%). Fathers reported similar percentages of liying in sin-
gle or two-parent households in the month before their
arrast,

Parents held in federal prizon were more likely overall to
report having Hved in two-parent versus single-parent
households in the month before arrest. Mothers (52%)
were more than two and a half imes more likely than
fathers (19%) to have lived in single-parent households.

Fathers {lving with their minor child relied h@
_ someona to provide dally care

Mothers and fathers in state prizon responded differently
when asked who provides most of the daily eare for their
rriinor children. Among parents in state prison who had
lived with their minor childran just prior to incarceration,
mothers {77%) were almost three times more likely than
fathers (26%) to report that they had provided mos! of the
daily care for their children (appendix table 8). Sixty-three
percent of fathers reported sharing the daily care, com-
pared to 18% of mothers, About 1 in 10 fathers relied ori -
.. somepne to provide daily care for their children, nompared
to 1 in 20' mothérs. Sirmilar resuits were found for mothers
and fathers in federal prison

Fathers most commenly reported the child’s mother a
current caragivor of thelr children, while mothers most
commoniy reportad the child’s grandparents

Ya) was the most commonly reported
caregiver for children of parents in state prison, followed by
grandparents {15%), and other relatives (%) (table 8).
Three percent reported that their children were in the care
of a foster home, agency, or insfitution,

Mothers and fathers in state prison provided different
responses about their children’s current caregivers, Eighty-
eight percent of fathers reported that at least one of their
children was in the care of the child’'s mother, compared to
37% of mothers who reported the father as the child's cur-
rent caregiver.

°| Chitldren’s current categiver® Total

Other parent 84.2% 88.4% 37.0%
Grandparent 15.1% 5%  449%

Grandmother 14,0 "B 42.1

Grandfather 43 36 12,0
Other relativea 8.2% 4. 7% 24.8%
Foster home or agency 2.8% 2.2% 10.9%
Friends, others® Z.5% Z4% T.8%

Estimated number of
parsmis in state prison 838,300 585,200 51,100

Mothers in state prison most cormimonly identified the
child’s grandmother {42%:} as the current caregiver, Nearly
2 quarter (23%) identified other relatives as the current car-
egivers of their children. The percentage of fathers in
prison who reported that thelr children were in the care of 2
grandmother (12%) or other relative (5%) was much
smalier. Mothers {11%) were 5 times more fikely than
fativers (2% to report that their children were in the care of
a faster home, agency, or institution,

About half of parents in state prison provided the
primary financial support for their minor children

Mathers (52%) and fathers (54%) in state prison were
equally Hkely to report that they pirovided primary financial
suppoert for thelr minor children prior 1 their incarceration
{appendix table 9). Three-quarters (75%) reported employ-
ment in the month prigr to their arrest. Parents who sup-
ported their children financially were more likely to have
been empioyed (80%) in the month piior to arrest and to
report wages or salary (76%) as income.

Of parents with‘minor children who did not provide primary

“financiat support, 68% reported &mploymant i in the month

before their arrest and 84% reported wages or salary 4s
income, More than a third (36%) of mothers in stete prison
reported govemment iransfers stich a8 welfane, Social

- Security, or compensation payment as income. Mothers

were more likely than fathers 16 report teceiving govern-
ment trensfers regardless of who provided the primary
financial support for their children. Thé ﬁndmgs wWeare 31m1~ )

“lar for parents held in federal prison o

.!.

. Table 8. Currant careglver of minor children of parents in
statn prison, by gender, 2004

Male Female

ncludes all parents with minor chiidren. Detall may sum 1o more
than 100% because some prisoners had muttiple rmmr ehldrgn
tiving with multiple caregivers,

Bincludes inmate’s fionds, fiands of the inmate’s children, coses
whers the parent reported that the ohild now fved alone, and others.
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Prug and public-order offenders In state and federal w‘ Fewer than half of parents in stafe prison lived with

prisons were more likely than violent offenders to have
children

Among male state prisoners, violent (47 %) and property
{48%) offenders were less likely to report having children
than public-order (80%) and drug (59%} offenders {1able 6).
For women held in state prison, viclent {(57%) offenders
wers lass likely than drug (63%), property (66%), and pub-
lic-order {65%) offenders to be a mother.

The prevalence of being & parent differed by gender and
offenge for nmates held In state and federal prisons. For
state inmates, female (B85%) properly offenders were more
lkely to be a parent than male (48%) property offenders. In
federal prison, mala (89%) drug offenders were more fikely

than fermale (55%) drug offendars to report having children,

Among men held in federal prison, drug offenders (63%)
were more lkely than property (54%) and violent (50%)
offenders to report having children (appendix table 5).
Public-order offenders (62%) were also more likely than
viclent offenders to report having children. For worpen in
federal prison, the likelihood of being & mother did not differ
by offense.

Inmates In state and federal prisons with a criminal .
history were more likely to be parents of mihor children
than those with no criminal history

The likelthood of being a parent in prison varied s!:ghtiy
.based on ¢riminal history, including prior probation, parole,
and mcarcera!ion sentences. Prisoners with a eriminal hig-
tory were more likely to report being a paremt than prison~
erz with no ¢riminal history. In state prison, 53% of inrhates
with a criminal history reported having children, compared
10 48% with no oriminal history. Sixty-six percent of parents
held in federal prison reported having a ¢riminal history,
compared to 57% of parents with no criminal history.

In state prison, drug recidivists (82%)—offenders with a
prior drug offense—~—had a higher likelihnod of being a par-
ent than violent (52%) and other (54%) recidivists. For
women in state prison, and both men and women in federal
prison, the fikelihood of being a parent did not vary by type
of recldivist tappendix table 6).

Male (50%} and femala (61%) inmates in state prison who
reportad no prior incarceration sentences were aqually
likely 10 be a parent as male (53%) and female (55%)
inmates with 10 or more prior incarcerations. In federal
prison, findings were similar for men while women with no
prior incarceration sentences (54%) were less fikely o be a
mother than women who reported they had 10 or more
prior incarcerations (81%).

4 Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children

}

their minor children either in the month before arrest or
just prior to incarceration

Thirty-seven percent of parents held in state prison
reported living with at least une of their children in the
month before armest, 44% reponted just prior to incarcera-
tion, and 48% reported at either dme (table 7). Mothers
were more fikely than fathers to report living with ot least
one child, More than half of mathers held in state prison
reported living with at least one of their children in the
month before arrest, compared to 36% of fathers, More
than § in 10 mothers reported living with their children just
priar to incarceration or at either time, comparad to less
than half of fathers.

Parents held in federal prison were more likely than those
held in state prison to report living with a child in the month
before arrest, just prior to incarceration, or at either time
(appendix table 7). Mothers in federal prison were more
likely than fathers to report living with & child.

Cu

Table 5, Percent of state Inmates who were parents of
minor children, by current affense and gender, 2004

Offansa Tatel Male " “Ferrale
All inmates 51.9% 512% UBLT%
Vitent asn  aran | sraw
Property 49,9 482 84.7.
Drug 59,6 58.3 . 825
Public-ordar 59,9 ;- 596 . - 650

Mote: Ses.appendid tatile 17 for estimated total, pount&

Tabls 7. Parents in state prison who reported Jiving with
their minor chitdren in the month before arrest or just
prior to Incarceration, by gender, 2004

Lived with thalr niinor children Totat Male  Famale
In month before arrost 3% 36.5%  55.3%
In tworparent househeld 179 183 136
== |7 single-parent household 19.2 17.2 1.7
Prior to Incarceration 43.8% 42.4%  B60B6%
Efther in the menth before arrest
or just prior to Incarceration A7 8% 465%  B4.2%
Estimatad nismbar of parents
Ju state prison 635300 §85,200 51,100




Parents in state prison who provided primary financial sup-
pert were more fikely to report that they lived with their chil-
dren in the month before arrest or just prior to incarceration
{table 9). Among parents in state prison who provided the
primary financisl support to their children, mothers (89%)
were more likely than fathers (67%) to report that they had
fived with their children.

Mors than three-quarters of state prison inmates who
were parenis of minor childran raported that they had
some contact with their children since adimission

S Seventy percent of parents in state prison reported

exchanging letters with their children, 53% had spoken with

their children over the telephane, and 429 had a personal P {
visit since admissi

ion {appendix table 10)." Mothers were
more [ikely than fathers to report having had any contact
with their children. Mothers and fathers were equally likely

1 Question was asked absul contact with any child, which could include
children 18 yaars of age or olter,

Table 8. Financiat support of minor children provided .
by parents in state prison prior te their incarceration,
by gender, 2004 .

Tota) Malg Female
| Peovided primary financial support  540%  54.1%  51.9%
Lived with minor ¢hild in the
month before artast or prior
fo incarceration 6B.6%  6B9% . 88.B%
it not provide primary financlal )
gupport . 46.0% 469%  484% |
Lived with miner child in the
month before arrest or prior +
. to incarceration 23.3% 22.0% 37 6%
Estimated number of paronts ‘
in state prison 636,300 585200 81,100

to report having had perzonal visits with their children. A
higher percentage of parents in fadersl prison reported
contact with their children. In federal prison, 85% reported
telephone contact, 84% had sxchanged letters, and 55%
reported having had personal visits,

More than three-quarters of state prison inmates who were
parents of minor children reported that they had some con-
tact with their children since admigsion (table 10). Thirty-
nine percent of fathers and 56% of mothers in state prison
hzd at least weekly contact with their children since admis-
sion, Parents {86%;) in state prison who reported living with
their minor children in the month before arrest or just before
incarceration were more likely to report having contact with
their children than parents (72%) who had not lived with
their children. Mothers {62%}) and fathers (49%) who had
lived with their children were more likely to report they had
at least weekly contact with their children than mothers
(44%) and fathers {30%) who had not lived with their chil-
dren. )

While the percent of parents in stete prison who reported
contact with their childien varied little by expected release
date, those havihg less time to serve répored more fre-
quent contact with their children. About half (47%) of par- .
ents who expected 10 be released within six months
reported at least weekly contact with their children, com-

" pared to 39% who expected to be released in 12 to 59

rmonths; and-32% in 60 or more months. Armong parents
who did not expect o be released, 22% reporled at least

- weekly contact with their children,

i

children, by gender, 2004

Table 10. Freguency of contact with adult or minor children among state inmates who were parents of minor

Any cortact Weakly or more Monthly g lass
Total Male  Female Total Male Female Tolal Male  Famale

Al parents in state prison 788%  TB1%  85.0% 38.9%  385% 557% 388%  39.6%  25.3%
Lived with minor childron®

Yes 850% 855% BLT% 501%  48.8% B23% 5% 368% 2T4%

Mo 721 e 785 30.9 30.2 44.2 412 41,7 323
Time expected to serve umit release

Less than 6 months 7858% Yi.v% B4B% 473%  45.9% 56.9% 2% A% 27.9%

6+11 months 791 78.4 84.8 428 413 55.9 36.2 371 289

12-55 months 78.0 785 BR.Y 39.4 384 54.9 a8 40.1 318

B0 or more months 786 78.5 806 323 ich rg 47.8 48.3 46,8 32.8

No reloase expactad 74.0 74.0 74.8 224 21,3 " 51.8 527 *

child, which could include children zage 18 or older,

Nota: See appendlx table 18 for estimated total counts. The contact question inclutded in the 2004 SISPCF asked about comact with any

“Inmata lived with minor children in the months bafars arrast or just prior to Incarceration,
AEstimate not reportetl, Samplé slze too smalt (10 or fewer) to provide reliable data,
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Haif of parents in state prison reported that they had a
family member who had been incarcerated

Mothers in state prison (58%) were more likely than fathers
{49%) to report having a family member who had also been
incarcerated (table 11), Parants in state prison most com-
monly reported a brother (34%), followed by a father (18%).
Among mothers in state prison, 13% reported a sister and
8% reported a spouse. Six peraent of fathers reported hav-

ing a sister who had also been incarcerated; 2%, a spouse.

While growing up, 40% of parents in siate prison reported
living in & household that received public assistance, 14%
reported living in a foster home, ageney, or insttution at
some time during their vouth, and 43% reported living with
both parents most of the time (appendix table 11), Mothers
(17%) heid in state prison were more likely than fathers

{14%} 10 report living in a foster home, agency, or institution

at some time during their youth, Parents in federat prison
reported lower percentages of growing up in a household
that received public assistance {31%) or living in a foster
hame, agency, or institution (79%). These characteristics
varied little by gender for parents held in federal prison.

More than a third (34%) of parents in state prison reported
that during thelr youth, thelr parents or guardians had -
abused alcohol or drugs. Mothers in state prison (43%)
were more likely than fathers {33%) to have had this
experience. Fewer parents (27%} in federal prison reported
having a parent or a guardian who had abused alcohol or
drugs.

Table 11, Family incarceration of state inmates who wore
parents of miinor children, by gender, 2004

Total Male Famgle

Family member ever incarcorated  496%  489%  584%
Mother 64 6.1 10.4
Eather 18.8 8.6 207
Brother : 244 34.2 36,8
Sigter 6,5 5.0 13.0
Child 20 1.7 52
Spouge 1e 1.5 7.5

Estimated number of parents

in gtate prison §38,300 585,200 51400

Mothers in state prison more likely than fathers to
report homslesaness, past physical or sexual abuse,
and madical and mental health problems

Among parents in atate prison, 8% reponted homeless-
hess in the year before arrest, 20% had a history of
physical or sexual abuse, and 41% reported a current
medical problem, Fifty-seven percent of parents in state
prison met the criteria for a mental health problem and 67%
mat the criteria for substance dependence or abuse
(appendix table 12).2 In comparison, parents in federal
prison reported lower percentages of homelessness (4%)
in tha year before arrest, past physical or sexual abuse
(11%), current medical problems (35%), mental health
problems (43%), and substance dependence or abuse
(58%).

Mothers in state prison were two times more ilkely than
fathers to report homelessness in the year before arrest,
faur times more likely to repert past physical or sexual
abuse, and almost one and half fires more likely to have
gither = current medical or mantal healths probiem. The
comparison by gender among parents held in federal
prison was similar to those held in state prison, with the
exception of homelessness in the year before arrest. Both
male and female parents held in federal prison had similar
rates (4.0%) of homelessness in the year before arrest.

‘Reports frorn;famer‘s in state prison that shoved past phys-

ical or sexual abuse, current medical problems, mental
heatth problems, and substance dependence or abuse did-
not vary uverall by living arrangement (table 12}. However,
fathers who had not lived with their children were three
times more likely than those who had lived with their chile
dren to report homelassness in the yesr prior o amest,

Hnmatas mat the criteria for 2 mental hoalth problam if they had s recent
histoty of a mental heatth problern in tha year befora arrest or since admis-
sion, or if they experenced, In the 12 montbs prier 1o the intarview. Symp-
toms of mental health disorders. See Menlsl Health Problems of Prson
and Joil Inmates, <hitpifwww.ojp.usdoj.govijslabistractmbpni htm>,

Table 12. Homelessness, physical/sexval abuse, medical/mental health problemns, or subsiance tependencel/abuse probloms
among state Inmates who were parents of minor children, by living arrangement and gender, 2604

Al parents in Livad with minor chikiren® Did net fiva with minor children”
state prison Male Female Viaky rFemale
Homelessnoss in yaar before arrgst 55% 4.0% 8.5% 12.0% 28.7%
Ever physicat/sexuat abuse 199 164 59,7 157 724
Current medical problem 445 387 0.0 8 516
Any mental health problemn 565 54.5 72.8 55.2 75.3
Any subslance dependetice/abuse 674 65.0 836 68.8 81.5
Estimated humber of parents in state prison 636,300 272,200 32,800 313,000 18,300

i hen>,

*Inmats fivad with minor ¢hildren in the month before arrest or just prior to incarcerstion,

Note: Measures of substance dependshoe or aliuge and menta! health prodlems were basad on criterla gpechied in the "Diagnostic and Statiatical
Manual of Mentat Disorders,” fourth edition (DSM-IV), For detaits, ses Drug Use and Dependence. State and Federal Prisoners, 2004, <ittpill
www.gjp.usdoj.govibisiabstractidudsioid him> and Menlal Health Problems of Prison and Jail Inmetes, <htiiiwww.olp,usdol.goviis/shstract/mhp-
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Mothers held in state prison who had riot lived with their
children were three times more iikely © report homeless-
ness {29%) than those who had lived with their children
{9%). Mothers who had not lived with thelr children were
also more likely 1o report past physical and sexual abuse,
current medical problams, and substance dependence or
abuse than those who had fived with their children.

Mors than 4 in 10 parants in the natlon’s prisons who
met the criteria for substance dependence or abuse
had received treatment since admigsion

About 4 in 10 parents in state prison who met the criteria for
substance dependence or abuse reporied ever receiving
treatment for drug or alcohol abuse; §6% reported partici-
pating In other drug or slcohiol abuse programs (appendix
table 13), Fory-three percent of parents who met the crite-
ria reportéd treatment since admission. For fathers (10%)
and mothers (14%). placament in a residential facility or
unit for drug or sleohol abuse was the most common treat-
ment since admission, Parants held in faderal prison who
et the criteda for substance dependence or abuse
reported similar percentages of alcohol or drug treatment
and program participation.

Of parents in state prison who had 2 mental health prob-
lem, 45% reported ever recelving treatmeant. About g third
{31%) had been treated since admission. Prescription med-
ication was the most commeon freatment for both those who
had reporied ever having treatment (36%) and for those
who had received treatment since admission {25%).

About a third (33%) of parents in state prison with a mental
health problem reported that they had ever received ther-
apy and 18% reported they had ever had an overnight hos-
pital stay. A fifth (21%) of parents with a menta! health prob-
ler reported that they had received therapy since
admission; 5% had an overnight hospial stay,

Mothers were more likely than fathers to report freatment
for menial bealth problems either befora or after admission
1o a state prizon. In state prison, prescribed medication was
the most common treatment for parents with 2 mental
hesaith problem. -

While parents in federal prison were less likely than those
in state prison to report mental health treatment, the
patierns by gender wera similar far bath, Parlicipation in
alcohol, drug, or rental health treatment did not vary by,
whether parents had lived with their children in the month
before arrest or just prior {0 incarceration (lable 13).

Takle 13, Alcohol or drug and mental health treatment history of inmates In state prison who were parents of minor
children and who had an atcohel or drug or mental health problem, by living arrangement and gender, 2004

Lived with minor ehildran®  Did ot live with minor childran®

All parents In
state prispn Male Femnle Male Famale
Alcohol or deuig freatiiet® ' c
Ever any treatment of programs 49.8% 68.9% 74.3% 89.6% 77.2%
Recolved treatment sinee admisslon 42.9 417 46,4 430 4.8
Eslimated number of parents who had an sieohol or drug
problam 428 600 177 800 20900 213,000 14,800
Morntal hoaith treatment®
Ever any treatment 48.4% 42.2% 70.4% 44.1% 773%
Receivad traatnent sincs somizsion ing 258 52.4 287 7.8
Eslimatad number of parents who had a mental heaith
ptoblsm 355,200 148,700 23,900 172,200 13,700

Basad on parents in state prison who had an alcohal ar drug problam,
“Based on parents in state prison who had a mental health problem.

Mnrmate lived with miner children in the month before arrest or just pror to invarcerstion,

8 Parents in Prson and Their Minor Chitdren



they had a work assigrnment; over half had attended

Among parents in state prison, two-thirds reported
7 E self-help or improvement classes since admissions

In state prison, about 7 in 10 mothers (70%) and fathers
(67%) reported participating in work assignments since
admigsion {appendix table 14). About two-thirds {(65%) of
mothers and more than half (57%) of fathers had atlended
self-help or improvement classes. Wh[le mothers and
fathers were equaﬂy likely to report o

y REIFTS repott having a
high schoo| dlp!oma or GED at admission.

Parents held in federal prison reporied participating in work
assignments and self-help programs and having a high
school diploma or GED mere frequerdly than parents in
atate prison. More than 9 in 10 parents in federa! prison
reported participating in 8 work assignment. Since admis-
sion, mere than 7 in 10 had attended self-halp or improve-
ment classes. About 7 in 10 reported having a high school
diploms or GED upon admission,

Similar percertages of partlicipation in self-help or improve-

], ment ciasses were found between mathers and fathers in

state prison who had fved with thelir children and those who
had not lived with their ¢hildran prior to arest or incarcera-
tion {table 14). Mothers who had lived with their children
prior to arrest or incarceration (72%) were rmore likely than
mothers who had not lived with their children (67%) to par-
ficipate in work assignments.

children, by living arrangement and gender, 2004

Table 14, Work assignments, program participation, and education among state inmates who were parents of minor

Lived with minor children® Did not Hve with minor children®

" Al parents in

state prison Male Femgle Male Female

Work assighments® 66.5% 67.9% 72.2% 5.7% 66.5%

Solf-help or improvemant classex since admission 57.2% 57.4% 65.4% 55.8% 63.4%
Parenting or childrearing classes 11.8- 124 297 8.3 225
Ermployment programs 304 308 33.2 361 26.9
Vozational or joh-training program 285 26.2 270 288 2.2
Employment counssling 84 9.8 12.4 a.8 1.3
Education programs® 30.3 284 33.2 308 NS

Cther pre-release programs? . 31.2 32.0 39,3 293 -

Had GED or high school diploma upon admission 82.4% 83.0% 85.5% 82.2% 56.4%

Esfimated number of parents In sfate prizon 636,300 272200 32,800 313,000 18,300

Mingiudes work assigriments both inside and outside the prison.
as a second language,

skills/eommunity adiusiment classes, and other pre-ralease programs.

SInmate Hved with their minor children in the month bafore arrest or just prior to incarcaration, -

“Extiudas vocational training, Inchudies basic clesses up to 9th grade, high school diptoma or GED lasses, tofiege levet classes, or English

Hnelidas Inmate assistance/counsealing groups, inmata self-halp/persona! improvement groups, including parent awareness groups, iife

Parents in Prison ang Thelr Minor Childrers ©



Mothers in prison had served lass time at time of
interview and expected to be released in a shorter
amount of fime than fathers

Over half {(52%) of parents in state prison had senved
between 12 and 59 months at the time of their interview
{appendix table 15). A quarter {26%) had been in prison 60
months or more, Mothers and fathers were equally likely to
have been in prison for 12 to 69 months. For longer lengths
of stay, mothers {13%) were less fikely than fathers (27%)
to have been in prison for 80 or mare months,

About 4 in 10 mothers in state prison expecied to be
released within 6 months. An additionat 21% expected o
be released in 8 to 11 months, Among fathers in state
prison, a quarter expected 1o be released in less than 6

months and 15% percent expected to be released in 6 to 11
months. Compared to mothers in fetderal prison, fathers
had served more of their senterica at the ime of their inter-
views and expected to have a lenger time remaining untl
thelr release.

Time served and time expected until release varied little for
fathers by whether they had lived with their children in the
month before arrest or just prior to incarceration while dif-
ferences were found among wormen (table 15}, Compared
to mothers who had not lived with their children in the
month before arrest or just prior incargeration (46%}, moth-
ers who had lived with their children (39%) were less likely
to expect to be releasad in less than 8 montha,

parents of minor children, by gender, 2004

Table 15, Time served since admission and' fime to be served until expected reloase amonﬁ state inmates who were

Lived with mingr children®-  Did not live with minor children®

) All paranis in stato prison Mate Famale Maie Famale .-

Time zerved since admission® : -

Lass than 6 months 8.4% 8.4% 17.9% 8.8% 17.8%

8-11 months : 13,1 1.7 19.9 133 19.4

12-59 monthz 519 525 47.8 51.8 53.8

60+ months 255 274 14.5 26.1 9.0
Tirme left 1o be served on eurrent sentence®

Less than 8 months 26.7% 25.4% 39.0% . 254% 46.0%

511 months 15.4 150 20.5 4.8 203

12-58 months 37.9 s 30.2 3538 28.4

80+ months 17.8 19.6 . 8.1 17,7 B.4

Na releags axpotted - 2.3 2.4 12 23 L e

Extimated number of parents in state prison 636,300 272200 32,800 313,000 18.300

brased on time served fram admission untii Hme of interview.
EBasad on tima from interview to expected date of refease.

~Estimate not raported. Sample size too smalt {10 or fower) to _pmvide reliable data.
Snmate lived with minor children in the month bafore arrest or Just prior 1 ncarceration.
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Appendix table 1. Estimated number of parents In state and federal prisons and their minor
children, by Inmate’s gender

Parents In state prison Parents in fadaral prison?
Total Towal ~ Male Femala Total Male Fermsla

Number of parents .

2007 808,800 535,000 627,800 58,200 123,800 116400 7.400
2004° 754,800 644,100 592,300 51,800 110,800 104,200 6,600
1959 721,500 842,200 583,800 48,500 78,200 74,100 5,100
1997 B44.500 ER7.000 544 100 42,500 #2500 58,500 4,000
1891 452,500 413,100 366,500 26,600 33400 38,500 2,800
Number of minar children

2087 1,708,600 1,427,500 {1.20B500 131000 270,100 282,700 18400
2004° 1,580,100 1,340,300 1,223,700 116,600 245,800 235200 14,600
1999¢ 1,515,200 1,338,800 1223400 115600 178,300 185,700 10,600
19a7° 1362900 1,223,800 1,121,400 102,400 139,100 130,800 8,300
1991F 945,600 860,300 802,300 58000 85,100 78,200 5600

Note: See Methodafogy for deteils about estimation methods,

Szfmates were basad on the prisoner custody poptlation in each yesr, Tha tote! custody population included
inmates held In privately operated faciilles and community corrections canters {30,379 in 2007; 24,768 in 2004, and
3,828 inmates in priveiely pperated facilitien in 1009). In 1581 and 1897, the number of inmates in thesa facilitles
was nat known.

BNumbers were astimaled based on the June 30, 2004, tustody population in ézalﬂ {1,241,034) and federal
(176.158) prisons.

“Estimates may not be comparable to previously phblished BJS raporis. See Methodology for more detall,

Appendix table 2, Estimated number of parents In sfate and federal prisons and thelr minor
children, by inmate’s gender, race, and Hispanic origin, 2004 and 2007

Male . Female

Tota®  white®  Black®  Hispanic Tote®  WnieP? Black® Hispanic

State Inmates
Number of parents ' )
2007 827,800 197800 262,400 127.800 58200 29,000 16,900 8,800
2004° S02.300 189,800 Z7eS00 113400 51,800 23300 12,000 8200
Nuimber of childran
2007 1.296,500 373400 S77.800 263,500 131,000 BO0O00 39600 22000
2004° 1,223,700 358,000 611,600 233,000 116,800 47,9200 45700 21,000
Federal Inmates
Number of parents
2007 116,400 25,800 57.000 32,500 1400 2700 2200 2,300
2004° 104,200 20,800 49,300 31000 6,800 4000 2,100 2200
Number of children
2007 262,700 45300 144,800 74,200 16,406 5800 5,100 5,200
2004° 235,200 36,300 125,400 67,800 14,600 4200 4,800 4,800

Note: See Methudilogy for eslimation methods,

Bineludes other races. Other races include Amarican Indians, Alaska Natives, Aslans, Native Hawaiiang, other Pacifie
Islanders, and persons Identifying two or more races,

PExcludes persons of Higpankc or Latino origin,

‘ﬁumbera were gstimated based on the June 30, 2004 custody population in state {1,241,034) and federal {176,156)
ptisons,
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Appendix table 18, Frequency of telephone, mall, and personal contacts with adult or minor children amongy
state and federal inmates who were parents of minor children, by gender, 2004
Parents In state prison Parents in fedaral prisen
Frequency and type of contact with miner chitdren Total Male Female Total Male Famale
Any type of contact
Dally or gimost daily 8.1% BT 141% 18.8% 18.3% 28.9%
Atfeast once a wesk ans 26,8 416 48,1 459 48,2
At least onoe a monthy 223 227 181 i7.0 171 14.7
{.ass than once a month . 18.5 18.9 112 9.4 9.6 6.4
Naver 214 219 150 88 o1 39
Telephone
Dally or gimost dally 5.3% 0% 8.6% 16.9% 165% - 234%
Al least once a week 115 % 224 409 40.7 43.7
At least once a month 158 154 1587 172 17.2 16.9
Less thap once a month 15.0 153 124 10,4 10.2 7.4
Never 45,6 4ar.1 409 148 154 8.5
HMail
Dally or almost daity 4.5% 4.3% 6.8% 42% 4.0% T.7%
Af least once a week 24.0 230 363 200 28.3 404
At least once a month 232 233 225 k3l 3.2 282
Less than oncs a month . 178 18.3 13.0 18.8 202 12.8
Never Cooand T '3 22.3 16.0 18.3 10.7
Personal vislis
Daily or aimosi dally 0.8% 0.6% A% Aok M Aeg
At ieast onoe a week 5% 57 .Y 4.8 4.4 78
At least onoe a month ) 125 123 48 4.7 14.7 155
Less than once o month 225 227 1.7 5.6 359 nsa
MNever 58.5 588 on7 a4.7 44,7 448
Estimatod number of parents 636,360 585200 51,400 §1,300 76,200 5,100
l:gha: 1;39 cortact quaestion imcudad in the 2004 SISFCF asked about contact will erty ehild, which cauld includa chifdren sge
or older,
*Estirmate not reporied. Sample sizo too small (10 or fawer) i provide refiable dita.

Appendix table 11, Family background of state and federal inmates who were parents of minor children,
by gender, 2004

Parents In state prison Parents In federal prison
Total Male Fernale Total Male Femaie
While growing up, parent—
Ever recoived public assistance 39.9% 39.8% 41.3% 3M2%  3M.2% 31.7%
Ever lived in fostar heme. agency, or ingtitulion 14.0% 137% 17.3% 7.0 8.8 T8
Lived most of the time with—
Both purents 431% 432%  41.1% 45.5% 45.2% 50.8%
Ona parent 435 437 420 41.2 418 34.3
Samaons slsa™ 11.5 11.2 14.0 126 12.5 4.1
Foster home, agency, or ingtitution 1.8 18 30 0¥ 0.7 n
Parents or guardians of inmate ever abused
sleohol or drugis-. 33.7% 32.8% 43.0% 27.2%  27.0% 31.A4%
Aleohol only 195 183 238 18.2 184 17.3
Drugs only . 34 3.0 a7 22 2.0 53
Beth aleohnl and drugs 11.0 10.8 15.7 58 56 8.8
Noeno 863 ar.1 570 TZ.8 73.0 68.6
Estimatad number of parents 636,300 585200 51,100 81,300 78200 5,100

~Estimate not reported, Semple size 1oo small (10 or Tewer) to provide reliable dat,
*includes grandparents, other selatives, friends, and othars,
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Teanaqers Pragnancy intentions and Decisions

Figure 2. Percentage distribution of respondents, by pregnancy intention at conception, according

to age and race/ethnicity
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Moreover, young women who had interided pregnan- l

cy had preater social and economic disadvantage than
those who had not, For example, at the time they. cone
geived, they were less likely to beliving with abiclogical

B DRent(49% vs, 70%), more likely to have dropped out of,

school (54% vs. 35%) and less Jikely to have recently

been smployed (62% vs. 78%), They also had lower ex-
pectations for their education and life plans. Only 33% of
those who had intended to conceive had had high aspira-

tons, compared with 72% of those who had not intended
to become pregnant; 449 and 15%, respectively, had had
no life plans. Finally, compared with participants who had
not planned to become pregnant, those who had intended
to conceive were more likely to have no close fijends, to
have a sister who had been a teenage mother (but not to
have a fncrsci in that situstion) and to have beon in arela-
controtling or abusive partner,

*‘Haw Women Explain Their Pregnancy Intention
Of those who had wanted to become pregnant, more
than half gave reasons that reflected their desire for a

. pregnang, and 1 was‘w;liing”) and nearly one in four
- zaid that the “time was right” 1o begin their family.

third gave reasons related to the desires or perceived
desives of the baby's father (e.g., “He wanted me-to get

The majority. (62%) of those who had notinte
to become pregnant said simply that they had not want-
ed or were not ready to have a baby; others explained
that they had felt 2 baby would interfere with their
goals or that their life or financial situation was tog tme
stable to support a baby.

"Those whe had not cared about becoming pregnant
could not provide clear reasons for that feeling. Some
said that they had had mixed feelings about becoming
pregnant or that they had wanted to become pregnant; but
not yet. Others responded that they considered pregran-
cy inevitable, it just did not matter either wa
wanted or they had never thought shout
it. One young woman commented, “It just happened. 1
didn't think about it, he didn’t think about it. Ir's not Bke
we cared a lot,...We've been together two years, and I
haven’ tgoncn pregnant and we”

baby—e.g., “1 like babies, having something that’s . Many assumied that they would not get preg,nantbe»

mine,” *1 like children alot, and ot least with that, T will
- entertain myself” and "It's weird, but something or
someone is telling me to have & baby. My mom can't
take care of me, so0 I will have one to be a better mom
and show her how to take care of her kids,” Nearly a

cange they had not become pregoant during past unpro-
tected sex. They cornbined their belief (amd fear) that they
might be infertile with a fatalistic view zbout life and
pregrancy~-and, in this way, rationalized their pregnan-
cy and childbearing as something that was “mesant to be.”

1
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Observed and Anticipatéd Benefits of Childbearing
To explore the motivations associated with different
pregnancy intentions, we asked the women what they ob-
served and expected to be the advantages of youthful
childbearing, Nearly half of those with friends who were
parents mentioned that young mothers were foreed to be-
cotne more mature and stable. For example, one woman
replied, “The best thing [for my friend]} was she stopped

s doing the bad stuff, like drugs and gang-banging.” About

one respondent in 10 anticipated gaining matority and
stability after giving birth, Reported benefits of youthful
childbearing also included family, Jove, responsibility
and a better relationship with the baby's father.

Native-bom Hispanic and black women were more
likely than other women to mention maturity and sta-
bifity as observed or anticipated advantages of youth-
ful ¢childbearing, while foreign-born Hispan.
ic adolescents were more likely than others 1o
mention love, family and a better relationship
with the baby’s father,

vs. 39%) and to report that their partner had intended
the pregnancy (84% vs. 28%).

Multivariate Analysis to Predict Intention Status o
The pmltinomial regression analysis assessed the in-
fluence of & variety of characteristics on women's rigk
of having intended 1o bacome pregnant vs. having not
intended to conceive and their risk of having intended
pregnancy vs. having not cared (Table 4). Two sets of
results are reported—one inchuding and one excluding
the effects of the father’s pregnancy intentions, Be-
canse of the smal] sample size and exploratory natuee
of this analysis, significance iz reported for relative risk
ratos up to the .10 Jevel.

When father’s pragnancy intentions were excluded,
the dhalysis comparing young women who had intend-

Table 3. Selected measures reffecting characteristics of re~
spondents’ relationshlp with their baby's father and the fa:
ther’s characteristics, by pregnancy infention at conception

elationship with the Baby's Father

Measure
At the time they conceived, 98% of these| .

Totil Intended Didwot Didnot

and their pactners (five vears vs, three), They

: ! care “intend
young women were in steady dauﬁng relafwn— PERCENTAGES <
ships with or were engaged to their baby’s fa. Relationship with the father S
ther (Tabie 3). On average, they had been'dat: | Dasinglengaged before pregnaney 977 99.4 0o 95
ing for more than & year and were about three | Only steady relationshipever ' - 485 487 513 . 433
: and a half years younger than the father. - Living together ot the time, . o S
: L‘ Altbough only one-third of the young' 0fimcm'cw . e 380 358 473 LS M
wormien had “wanted to become pregnant, |k matiage is “very likely gt
? i next fow yoars 543 734 563  30,0%x
about half reported that their partner bad
wanted them to conceive. Roughly one In  Reasons for first sex with the father '
four thought that their partner had not wanted  Planmed to wany him 575 T3 669 4207
them 1o become pregnant, and a similar pro-  Wanted baby 48 512 AN o
ion thou ad red, v -
o o reepandants reported st o tey e bhszomnd i
" v Employed 7L 709 777 682
and their partner had wanted to get pregnant, g graduate 476 391 505 518
19% reported that neither had wanted the  Has other children 162 170 65 230
pregnancy and the rest reported mixed or am- .
bivalent intentions (mostly that the baby's fa-  Father’s pregnancy intention at conception : -
ther had the preater preference for having a %:::d;(im ggé 833 ggg %;g::*
baby—not shown). Did not intend 252 66 174 4344
Compared with young women who had
not intended to become pregnant, those who  MEANS
had wanted a pregnancy had older partners Mos, of datng beforeconception 1451 136 16.7 116
{on average, 22 vs. 20) years) and reported a Father's age 0.5 27 202 19,.8%*»
. Age difference between
greater age difference between themselves partners (yrs.) 364 4.6 34 Pk

also were more likely to be living with their
baby's father af the iime of the interview
(56% vs. 20%), to think that they are “very
likely” o marry in the next few years (73%

**Rifferenoe hetween those who intended the pregnancy and thoss wh 63 rot intead
the pregnuncy is significant at p.01, ***Difference belween hose who intended the
pregnancy aid thore who did not intend the pregaaney is significant ot p<.001. t5tn-
durd deviation is} 2.5 momhs. $Standard deviation is 3.0 years. Note: Perctntages s
weighted by motewlde age nnd race/ethnicity distribution.
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Teshagers' Pregnancy Infentions and Decislons

Table 4. Relative risk ratios from muitinomial regressions showing tha fike~
lihood that women intended to become pregnant versus had other inten-
tions, by setected characteristics

Characteristic Model§ Model Il

niended vs. Imendadvs. | Intendedvs.  Intended vs,

didnotintend  didnotcarc | didnotintend  did notoare
Age '
15-16 re rc e ©c
1718 2.09 1.94 1.57 1,73
Rnce/ethnicity/mativity
White/Asian rc e " c
U.5.-born Hispanic 2811 .19 2.64 2.19
Foreign-born Hispanic  6.65%* 229 7235 272
Black 149 0.98 1,34 1.0
Lived with a parent prior 1o pregnancy
Yes rc ™ e "o
No 2217 1.45 2.23% 1.39
Hag any close [riends
Yes e ™ L {~ ¥
Ne 2.t 4.33% 326 6.13%
Africilated any life plany ‘ _
Yes o © rc rc T st
No 55754+ 528w+ 4,580 4.38%
Ever in controlling/abusive relationship '
ez 2.76% 2.86% 3.50% 353%
Ko e o - N
Age of baby’s father ) -
15-19 e vt e Lo -
220 2.63* 2241 1.55 1.85
Father’s pregnancy intentions o
Did pot want/care na na R e
Wanted, ., na " om 147200 5R3we

T 555 1)

Log ltkelikood ~168.163 -30.873
R? D.744 0.232

Ap<.05, PrpaOL. ** pe U0L. Tp< [, Nomss re=toference Sategory, haz=not applicable,

ed pregnancy with those who had pot revealed that for-
eign-born Hispanic tecnagers were nearly seven times
as likely as their white and Asian counterparts to have
wanted the pregnancy (risk ratio, 6.7). The likelihood
of having intended the pregnancy was also elevated
among women who had had no plans for their life (risk
ratio, 5.5). women who had ever been in a controlling
or abusive relationship (2.8) and those whose baby’s
father was aged 20 or o)der (2.6).

# Risk ratios associated with having had no life plans
and having been in an abusive relationship changed lit-
tle when young women who had intended pregnancy
were compared with those who had not cared. In this
comparison, the ratio associated with having a pattner
who was at least 20 years old diminished slightly and
was only marginally significant; race and ethnicity had

ho independent sssociation with Thtention stats.
In the analyses including the father’s intentiong.—
young women who reported that their partner had
wanted them 1o get pregnant were nearly 15 times ag
likely as others to have intended the pregnancy (as op-
posed 1o having not intended it). The effects of foreign-
born Hispanic ethnicity, having had no Jife plans and
Having ever been in an abusive relationship remained
strong and significant, but pariner’s age was no longer
agsociatcd with4 i
The effect of partner’s pregnancy Intentions on
young women intending pregnancy compared with
those who had not cared was significant, but not near.
Iy as strong as in the prior comparison. Additionally,
young women with no close friends bad an elevated
likslihood of having intended the pregnancy,

"
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Table 7. Percentage distribution of respondents, by selected
measures related to pregnancy decision-making, according to
pregnancy inteption at conception

Measure Total  Intended Didnot Didnot
care intend

Initial resction
‘Was gure about kseping baby 642 R4.6 778 4] q¥en
Needed me to decide whattedo 35,8 15.3 225 Sg.gren
Rensons for wanting fo keep the baby
Wanted/accepted having baby 462 712 5t.1 25.0%%x
Aguainst abortion/adoption 315 0.2 M4 51350
Wantedfaccepted baby and

against abontion/adoption 190 153 200 23
Bahy's fatherfothers wanted baby 3.3 34 44 25
Option respondent favored most at firar
Birthand marry/live with father 506 77.8 63.9 229w
Birth and lve with .

familyfon own 400 213 34.3 57.19%*
Abortion .. 48 8.0 I3 104
Aﬁoptaon . 24 0.3 00 50
No prefefence 0 0.0 0.0 46
Option baby’s father favored most at frst
Birhand marty/live withhim 709 804 n4 62.6*
Birth and live with her

family/on own 14.7 137 12.2 174
Abortion 13.0 6.0 12,0 16.6%
Adoption 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
No preference 14 0.0 4.3 0.7
Who helped most with decision to continie P
Baby's father 335 408 45.1 2].5m%
Respondem made the decision .

herself 231 152 231 28.9%
Respondent’s mothor 201 172 104 27.5
Other relative 4.5 15.3 17.3 12.3
Clinic/church/school staff 5.1 9.7 0.0 4,7
Friends 36 1.8 42 - 4.8
Total 100.0 1000 1000 1009

*Difforcnce beiween thesc who intended (he prognancy and those who did net intend
the pregoancy s significant st p.03.F Difference between thoge who imended the
pregnancy and thoss who did ot intend the prograney Is significant at p 01, #*E5.

ference botween thise who imtended the pregnancy and those who did not intond th
pregnancy is significant at p< 00T, Norer Percentages ere weighted by siatowide
mnd race/cthnicity distribution,

pregnant daughiers.
In general, fathers both were expected to have and
had more negative reactions to their daughters” preg-
‘nancies than mothers.* However, 31% of fathers had

eppried thar they wers keeping the baby only becansd
others wanted them to,
Nearly three out of four adolescents who had intend.

were much more lkely than those whose
pregnancy had been unintended 1o report ex-
pecting avd recelving a positive reaction from
both their mothers {31% vs. 99) and their fa-
thers (20% vs. 1%).

Overall, 12% of women said that both of
their parents and the baby’s father had reacted
positively when told about the pregnancy. A
majority reported positive reactions from ei-
ther the baby's father alone (35%) or the
baby’s father and one parent (24%). Some
17% reported no positive reactions from either
of their parents or their baby’s father; 23% of
those with an wnimtended preguancy gave this
response, compared with 8% of those who had
wanted to conceive,

Seventy-six percent of respondents had felt
comfortable telling their friends about their
pregnancy; however, 28% said that it had nega-

tively affected their relationship with opg or -

more friends. These who had degived pregnan-
cy were more likely than those whose pregnan-

-¢y had been unintended to have felt comfortable

telling their fiiends sbout it (87% vs, 65%).

Decision-Making
» Choosing to give birth, When they first leamed
that they were pregnant, 64% of respondents
were “very sure about wanting t0 keep the .
baby™; 36% “needed some time 1o think about
what. ..to do” (Table 7), Only 15% of thoss who
had intended the pregnancy responded that they
needed time to think abowt whether they would
keep the baby, compared wnh 59% of those

When asked why rhcy had dccxded to kee
he baby, 46% reported only reasons related to )
wanting or accepting motherhood (.e., they
wanted a balry, wanted 1o take responsibiity
or had support for keeping the baby), 32% re-
ported that they were keeping the baby only
becavse they were against abortion or adop-
tion, 19% reported both wanting the baby and;
being against abertion and adoption, and 3%

more positive reactions than the young women ¢xpect-
ed, and 62% were reportedly very supportive at the
time of the interview,

Teenagers who had wamed 1o become pregnant
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#Respandents who did not live with or have regutar contact with their
fathers were ssked If they had an aiternative “father figure.” Fifty-5ix
percent of respondents referrer 1o their biological fathers, snd 23% to
“father figures™s 22% had neither a father nora “father figure” and are
excluded from these calculations.



