Interpreting Images:
Looking at Connecticut’s Old State House

Goal: To look closely at historic and modern images and make comparisons between
them.

A 1798 image of the Old State House. The Old State House, pictured in 20009.

Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.

Look at these two images of the Old State House. One is a painting from around
1798. The other image is a recent picture taken with a camera. Compare the images
and answer the following questions.

Has the building changed? Name two differences between the two pictures.

Do these two images have anything in common? Name two similarities.

The Old State House served as a The current State Capitol was
state capitol until 1878. completed in 1878.

The Old State House served as the state capitol from 1796 until 1878. The current
State Capitol was opened in 1878 and continues to be used today. Take a look at the
two pictures and answer the following questions.




How is the current State Capitol different from the Old State House? Name two differences
between the buildings.

Do the State Capitol and the Old State House have anything in common? Name two
similarities.

Why do you think the state government moved from the Old State House to the current
State Capitol?

The New Haven State Capital, located 1834 image of the Old State House.
near Yale University Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society
Courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society

Until 1875, Connecticut had two State Capitals: New Haven and Hartford. To the left
is a picture of New Haven'’s State House (built in 1829), and to the right is Hartford’s
Old State House. Please answer the following questions.

Why do you think Connecticut needed two capitals? How did people travel in the 1700 and
1800s?

What do the state capitols have in common? Name a few of them.

Do the two state capitols look different? Name two differences.




